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ASKING THE
RIGHT OUESTION

THE FINANCIAL PLANNING PROFESSION
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I lrnor ewr'bodr. a' 5ome ume or thc orhcrin

/ I 
Life.feks prcfe,rol,r ,dvice. we.eek mF.r:.,|

,-l iqe. les:l ,dvice and. or course. lhan.rrl
, 1 , . . . ,

irf I 
ad\ice. \sc arc increarinqh seru.e u.ed ro

-I- -Lseekrg o:r good ,drce rd pJlo8 tor tr. we

de rexlising d)at just like in cohputers; where the softwde is ar

leasr as impon nt as the hrJdwar€j that advice on what producr

to buyornot buyis at least 2s ihportant as rhepoductltseli

So ifdoclors are expens on our health od laq ers arc lcgal

experts, who de the pdonal fmdci,l experts? The accountant,

tax advisor, mutual fund agent, iosurance.gcit, broker or thc

In fact, they are .I expens in then owo fields. Add the

corect  analogy would be rhar  of  rhe nephrologis t ,

gastroentrologlst, ginaecologist, neurclogist and cardiologist-

Who is the nedical exp€rt among them?

Well, )ou 2re right. It d€pends on the problem. But then,

wheD you get nausea, vho wodd you go ro? Srumped you,

right? Your best bet might b€ )our ceneral Physi.id or cP\
xs they ate known. He or she lmds out eve4ahiog about rou
including your lifestj'le, f2dlly hedical history, your current

person l.ircmstances md rccentimponmr events. And dren,

if it isn't a simple case of !€mponry toxicity in your bodn your

GP refds you to a specialist. If the specialist sugsests some
dmatic me2sures, you will waot to go back ro your GP and

discuss drm turd,er.

In seeking d;ce ftoh your cq you soughr someone vho

coutd study your problem, set specificalty within yout llfe and

circMstances, md hdd- hold you thlougb a pEctical solurion.

And 'rh2t matters to you is not iust vhethd you go rhrough

sugery or nol but also wh€th€r it qn wait till yod son's exds

aJe over or vh€ther th6€ is iisk in supplementing it widr an
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altemative th€rapy erc. There de nunerous questioos thar need

to be answe!€d imponmq mimpon nt dd sometimes we
just forget to ask the +ht questions.

John Ruskin once said, 'a]or only is there but one war of

doiDg things righdy, drde is but one wy of seeirg.nen, ano

that is seeing the whole of fieb." That is rhe key your cP

holds and th.t is .lso dr tundamental ofgood lnancj,l 2dvice.

Financial Planning is dr hethod in which )our adviso! tactles

the entirct! ofvour fin2ncial sltu'tion.

Yrh^r mattcrs to d1c Irindci,t Planner is lou aDd I'our goals.

l lc  l " . l :  ,  ,h ,  v ln, l ,  nrJrc ia l t icrur . .  in '

lvith yourpeBonal lifc. kis len importxnt for theplaonerto

foow what is jmportant ft, rou because like all pmcrical

vttrtions. you. financial decisions are aiso likely to involve

tradeoffs- The pldncr has ro help \ou optimisc your tndeoffs

M)' experjenc€ ls that some cltenrs de surpriscd to even

know that ther were tfrdeoffs to be made. ADd yer almost al

of them re h2ppy that there is someooe wiling to waft with

them tbrough what might be sone of the most difficult

financiai decisions in life.

The Six Step process:
\v}'2t ptoduces such lnsighttul results, surplisingl\,, k not rccket

scjence, but a simple 2dd commonsensical six srep process,

which is folowed br Financi,l Planners tbe wolld over. The

steps ee Logic,l 2nd dhe tested. And while each planner may

hxve his or her own unique way of app\mg fie steps, these

steps rhemselves form part of rhe inteinatioqal practice

r Establishins dd defioing the reiadonship wi& the didt
r Gathering client data


